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Landscape architect Jane Brown remodelled a featureless garden P
in an English valley to includ ejiscrete asmes where classical ¢
 elements are combined with modern '
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‘I TEND TO VEER AWAY FROM OVER-ORNATE GARDENS —
| LIKE KEEPING THINGS NATURAL’ JANE BROWN
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MOST OF THE PLANTS ARE CHOSEN FOR DROUGHT
TOLERANCE, AS THERE IS NO WATERING SYSTEM

tight geometric grid. The romantic rose garden
is full of wild species mingling with shrubs and
perennials, A box of parterre is planted in a star
shape, and Rosa ‘Madame Alfred Carriére’ has its
own green-oak pergola, right at the heart of the
vegetable garden.

Most of the plants are chosen for drought
tolerance, as there is no watering system. The
colour palette drifts from ruby reds in early
summer to late-autumn oranges and golds.
At this time of year the grassy borders come
into their own with bold bronze blocks of
Calamagrostis acutiflora ‘Karl
Miscanthus varieties, including ‘Gracillimus’,

Foerster” and

‘Ferner Osten’ and ‘Malepartus’ mixed with Stipa
arundinacea, Stipa tenuissima and late-Aowering
Hemerocallis and Aster x frikarcii ‘Monch’, “The
grasses speak for themselves and look great with
other seed heads. With the aconitums and asters
there is still some colour and the garden looks

good well into October, Brown

For all the stunning visual impact of views and
planting, this is still very much a family garden,
run by head gardener Caroline Marhias, who
has continued to develop the garden with the
planting of an arboretum. The vegetable garden is
ntegral to tamily lite, supplying both the rectory
and the owners’ London home year-round. Play

the aesthetics

ireas arc as important as

the ‘secret’ pathway that snakes behind the big
borders, to the path through the wild-Aower
meadow that leads to an idyllic tree house
designed by Brown. It has all the magical charm
of a traditional country garden, with just enough
of a modern twist to bring it right up to date.
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